19980510.ba v02_n049.bam.980510 v02_n050.bam.980510 


>From ???@??? Mon May 11 09:40:04 1998 

Message-Id: <199805101751.MAAQ2963@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 12:48:10 CDT 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2049 


BOATANCHORS Digest 2049 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) Anyone need a *BIG* Collins? 
by "Lawrence R. Ware" <lrware@pipeline.com> 
2) Old gear stiill works when the new stuff does not. 
by "Jim Zellmer" <zellmer@raccoon.com> 
3) SX71 schematic 
by ailO@lehigh.edu (ARTHUR I. LARKY) 
4) RE: BC-923-A 
by "ROBERT W DOWNS, WA5CAB" <RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve. com> 
5) Heath HQ at Dayton 
by "William C. Robbins" <billrobb@net-link.net> 
6) Re: Old gear stiill works when the new stuff does not 
by MODSTEPH@ACS.EKU.EDU 
7) need #39 magnet wire 
by John Shriver <jas@shiva.com> 
8) FS List: SX-101, Mech. Filter & More 
by Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
9) Request for code tape 
by BOB RAGAIN <RAGAIN@hubvx6.sedalia.wireline.slb.com> 
10) MYSTERY MIDLAND COMPRESSOR AMP 
by JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING) 
11) Missile Radar test set 
by "Lawrence R. Ware" <lrware@pipeline.com> 
12) 16 mm films 
by Richard Pekelney <pekelney@rspeng.com> 
13) Philco 89 resto 
by Brian.Harris@sv.sc.philips.com (Brian Harris) 
14) FS: Hallicrafters HT-33A 
by JONWEINER <JONWEINER@aol.com> 
15) Conelrad ignorance 
by "Larry" <rau@wco.com> 
16) R-390A question 
by Brian Bjerkelund <brianbj@compuserve.com> 
17) Anderson (Formerly Greenville) SC hamfest 
by "David L. Thompson" <thompson@mindspring.com> 
18) Signing off for now 
by Tim Richardson <tim@america.net> 
19) Collins Help Please 


by George Humphrey <gah@koyote.com> 
20) SX-71 schematic 
by ailO@lehigh.edu (ARTHUR I. LARKY) 
21) 6X4/ Adventurer 
by laffitte@prtc.net (laffitte) 
22) FS:HQ-145XC Hammarlund 
by sbrovas <sbrovas@tir.com> 
23) FS:HRO50/HT32/37 Cabinets 
by sbrovas <sbrovas@tir.com> 
24) FS:Eico 730 Mod/MM-2(CE) /HT-32A 
by sbrovas <sbrovas@tir.com> 
25) Rochester NH after-action reports? 
by provero@connix.com 
26) WTB 4CX250Bs 
by Bill Coleman N2BC <n2bc@ibm.net> 
27) Books on BoatAnchors 
by "Charles Moody" <cmoody@brandons.net> 
28) Need Heath AT-1 schematic 
by Jim Lockwood <jmlckwd@mindspring.com> 
29) RCA 8BK RX 
by Brian.Harris@sv.sc.philips.com (Brian Harris) 
30) Grounds & Caps Followup 
by Galpind <Galpind@aol.com> 
31) AWR Madagascar 
by Dan Martin <dmartin@visuallink.com> 


Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.19980509104401.0082ea70@pop. pipeline. com> 
Date: Sat, 09 May 1998 10:44:01 +0000 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "Lawrence R. Ware" <lrware@pipeline.com> 

Subject: Anyone need a *BIG*x Collins? 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Hi folks! 


A local dealer down here in central Florida has come up with 
three USAF surplus Collins 204C-1 transmitters. 
I understand these are 5KW units. 


They require 3 phase power and are not complete. 

All are missing the main output tubes (3CX-5000's I think) and 
the large power caps were pulled as HAZ-MAT (PCB filled) before 
he got them. He wants $500 each, as-is. 


I've seen them and they are big! 8' racks full of hardware. 
The drivers (pair of 4CX-250's) and the rectifiers (mercury type I 


think,) are still in them, as are the mounts, chimmy's, blowers, etc. 
One is in very good shape, other two are fair. 


I even have a few jpg's if you want them. 


Anyway, if you want a big Collins, call 407-330-3408 and ask for 
Barry. 


-Larry Ware 
lrware@pipeline.com 
Orlando, Florida 


Message-ID: <0Q01801bd7b72$058173e0$18865aa5@Pzellmer. raccoon. com> 
From: "Jim Zellmer" <zellmer@raccoon.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Old gear stiill works when the new stuff does not. 
Date: Sat, 9 May 1998 12:43:46 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I recently had a conversation with a Canadian Ham who was on a cruise in the 
South Pacific recently. Seems there was a big solar flare and all the fancy 
satellite communication, GPS and navigation gear did not work for a three 
day period. 


The crew had do revert to lower frequencies and equipment to keep in touch. 
Maybe the old gear and LF stuff still has a purpose after all. 


Jim Zellmer, KAOVSL 


Message-Id: <199805091753 .NAA52668@ns4-1.CC.Lehigh.EDU> 
Date: Sat, 09 May 1998 13:53:08 EDT 

From: ailO@lehigh.edu (ARTHUR I. LARKY) 

Subject: SX71 schematic 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Can anyone help me with the schematic for a Hallicrafters SX-71? Any 
additional information also welcome. SASE and costs will be supplied. 


Art Larky, K3HBA 
ailO0@lehigh.edu 


Date: Sat, 9 May 1998 14:12:10 -0400 

From: "ROBERT W DOWNS, WA5CAB" <RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve.com> 
Subject: RE: BC-923-A 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Message-ID: <199805091412_ MC2-3C79-EB3D@compuserve. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO0-8859-1 
Content-Disposition: inline 


Mike, 
I didn't see any other response so: 


> Ted W3PWW, Dennis W7QHO, and myself Mike WB3CTC 
> attended the Hagerstown MD.hamfest on May3. 
> Ted bought a BC-923A VHF FM RX made by = 


> Zenith on a Phila-43 contract. 


The question is does anyone out there know anything 
about this rig. What was the SCR number of the system 
that it belonged to? What was the history of it,was ita 
secondary system to the pushbutton FM rigs? 

What was the BC number of the xmitter if any? 


VVVNV Vv 


The BC-923-A was part of SCR-808 (SCR-828 and SCR-838 were = 
variants). The rack and most other accessories except = 
dynamotors were the same as used with SCR-508 & SCR-608. = 


The matching transmitter was BC-924-A. SCR-808 and = 


SCR-619 were supposed to be "Crystal Saving" sets, but by 


the time they begain showing up, the crystal shortage had 
been solved. SCR-808 covers 27-38.9 MC. There was = 


supposed to have been an SCR-708 covering 20-27.9 but I've 
never heard of anyone who had ever seen anything "in the = 


flesh". I have one of the transmitters left, but don't = 


have any of the dynamotors. 


73, Robert W. Downs, WA5CAB 
RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve.com 
Houston, TX 


Date: Sat, 9 May 1998 15:16:36 -0400 

Message-Id: <199805091916.PAA17424@mail.net-link.net> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "William C. Robbins" <billrobb@net-link.net> 
Subject: Heath HQ at Dayton 


Please stop at the unofficial Heathkit Headquarters (Space 3324) when 
attending Dayton. Here is a sampling of what we are taking: 


DX-60 

DX-60B 

HR-10B 

SB-10 

HO-10 

HO-13 

HW-'7 

HM-2140 

SB-104 

HX-30 

SB-303 cabinet 

Miniature cw keys 

ARRL Handbooks from 1950's and 1960's 
D-104 mic 

Multi-Elmac Station (MINT) 
Several parts rigs and parts 
GD-1B 

AND MORE 


C U there 
Bill 


Heathkit Collector 
WA8CDU formally WN8CDU 


From: MODSTEPH@ACS.EKU.EDU 

Date: Sat, 09 May 1998 14:47:51 -0400 (EDT) 

Subject: Re: Old gear stiill works when the new stuff does not 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Message-id: <Q1LIWUOB9LAMGOOETQWG@ACS.EKU.EDU> 


MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCITI 


During my days in SAC as a missile crew commander we had a whole 
bunch of communications so that a "go-to-war" message or a 
"stop-the-war" message would be SURE to get through: wire, HF, 

VHF for air-ground... and the SLFCS - the Survivable Low Frequency 
Communications System, which addressed the problem of what happens 

to the ionosphere in case of high altitude nuclear detonations. 

This was tested regularly (we were "receive only"), and the messages 
were hard copy printouts - but they were capable of crawling all over 
the place in spite of whatever might happen to the ionosphere and the 
rest of radio communications. 


73, Al N5AIT 
modsteph@acs.eku. edu 


Date: Sat, 9 May 1998 17:14:12 -0400 

Message-Id: <199805092114.RAA28211@brill.shiva.com> 
From: John Shriver <jas@shiva.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: need #39 magnet wire 


To rewind a peaking coil in my Tektronix 3A5 plugin, I need some #39 
magnet wire. Antique Electronic Supply only has #40, and I suspect 
that the wrong size won't cut it in a peaking coil. Can anyone out 
there help? (I've put a lot of hours into restoring this stubborn 
plugin, but someone else's clumsy soldering has lead to the demise of 
this coil.) 


The coil nominally needs only 4 feet of #39 wire. I suppose I might 
need more than that to allow for breaking it a few times! It's only 


.004" in diameter with insulation. 


(Deane Kidd does not have the right coil, but he did provide me with a 
replacement form that I will wind it on.) 


Thanks for any help you can provide... 
John Shriver 

23 Bailey Road 

Arlington, MA 02174 


jas@shiva.com 


Date: Sat, 9 May 1998 14:45:50 -0700 (PDT) 


Message-Id: <2.2.16.19980509144406.0e4fba22@pop.igc.org> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Subject: FS List: SX-101, Mech. Filter & More 


Greetings. Here's the second installment of my Dunnage Reduction list. 
Gotta make room for the new stuff stat seems to arrive on its own! 


Descriptions - I've described each item with as much detail as I can muster. 
Defects, when known, are noted. However, given the variation in how each of 
us defines these things the items below should be considered “used - 
repairable" in the Fair Radio sense of the term. 


Contact - No phone calls, please. Send me a private email to 
ddillman@igc.apc.org if you're interested in an item. 


Purchase - A message with the words "I'll take it" or the equivalent will be 
considered as indication of your intent to purchase so please don't say you 
want it unless you're sure you do. 


Shipping - Pick-up is of course preferred for all items and sepecially for 
the heavy ones. However, if shipment is required this will be via UPS using 
their VersaPak service unless the buyer makes other arrangements. VersaPak 
is a foam-in-place packing service provided by UPS. Costs for packing, 
shipping and insurance from San Francisco 94110 are additional to the prices 
shown below. 


Trades - Interesting trades are always welcome. At the moment I'm looking 
particularly for the speaker for the HRO-5, accessories for the RACAL RA-17L 
receiver, anything in the way of general coverage HF receivers from Marconi 
or Eddystone, etc. 


Receiver, Hallicrafters model SX-101 Mk. IIIA - 15 tube, double conversion, 
ham-band receiver. Top of the Hallicrafters line in 1959. Complete with 
crystal calibrator using 100Kc. crystal in glass octal envelope. This unit 
has some small, easily touched-up paint chips on the bezel surrounding the 
dial. Otherwise in excellent physical shape. Computer type AC line cord 
connector and fuse very professionally installed on rear apron. Otherwise 
stock with all original knobs, in original cabinet, etc. Fully functional, 
was recently my primary receiver for 40 CW. This sleek beauty will adda 
tone of suave sophistication to any radio room. With W7FG manual (repro) 
for SX-101 Mk. III. See on cover of ER No. 105 for January 1998. $200. 


Mechanical Filter, Collins type F-500-F-60 - This 500Kc IF 6Kc mechanical 
filter was purchased for use in my 513-4. However attenuation when 
installed indicated it was not quite the correct filter for that receiver. 
It is in the bathtub type case with two input and two output pins and two 
locator studs. These studs were originally threaded but I carefully filed 
the threads away leaving smooth studs for installation in the 'J4. 
Otherwise the filter is in good condition. $50. 


Wattmeter, Telewave model 44A - Resembles a Bird model 43 in size and 
quality of construction but it does not require slugs. Covers 20MHz to 
1000MHz. Front panel switches for off/fwd/rev and for 5/15/150/500 Watts 
full scale. Type N connectors. Leather carrying strap. Very good overall 
condition. Calibration sticker from 1987. Comes in red plush lined black 
leather case. While intended for a Triplett VOM this case fits the meter 
well with space for cables and adapters. $50. 


Clamp-on AC Ammeter Set, Columbia Electric "Tong-Test" - If you have some 
serious AC current to measure this is the baby for you. If you don't you 
can use it to scare the bejeezus out of the kids. The Tong-Test consists of 
a clamp-on base with handle and trigger that opens the menacing inductive 
loop and closes it with a clack that says "I mean business". The loop goes 
around the electrical cable you wish to measure. Into this snap one of four 
meters with ranges from zero to 400, 500, 800 and 1000 Amps. The set comes 
in a black leatherette covered case complete with original key. The foam 
rubber inside the case lid it deteriorated but functional. The foam rubber 
in the case holding the base and the meters is in good condition as is the 
outside of the case. The base and meters are in excellent condition. $35. 


Field Telephone, military type EE-8 - The primary US field telephone for 
WWII and Korea. As seen in every episode of M*xAxS*H. The perfect accessory 
for any military BA installation. Talk power provided by two D cells, ring 
power by internal hand cranked generator. Canvass case. Operational 
condition unknown. $30. 


Galvanometer Test Set, Leeds & Northrup Type S - This absolutely beautiful 
example of the best American craftsmanship comes in a superbly made 5-1/2"h 
x 9"w x 7-1/4"d wooden case. The panel is black bakelite with white 
numbers. The panel contains five detented selector knobs for settings of 1, 
10, 100 and 1000 and a "multiply by" knob as well as two single blade knife 
switches and terminals. And of course the galvanometer. The movement of 
every switch bespeaks quality. Instructions inside the top lid indicate 
that the Model S may be used for resistance measurements, finding a faulty 
cable, conducting the famous Varley loop test and as a resistance box. 
Frankly, I just like to look at it. All the calibration seals are intact. 
Numerous calibration and property tags the removal of which I have left to 
the buyer's descretion. $40. 


Best Regards, 


Dick 


Dick Dillman 
<ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
WPE2VT W6AWO 
Collector Of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


Date: Sat, 9 May 1998 16:33:09 -0600 (MDT) 

From: BOB RAGAIN <RAGAIN@hubvx6.sedalia.wireline.slb.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

CC: RAGAIN@hubvx6.sedalia.wireline.slb.com 

Message-Id: <980509163309.2223a341@hubvx6.sedalia.wireline.slb.com> 
Subject: Request for code tape 


Hello Tubesters, 


Does anyone have the capability to ink a paper tape that would play on 
a TG-34 code practice machine? Or maybe some usable tapes already made? 


I don't need a long one, just enough to demo this machine to myself and 
others. I practiced code on one of these in school a long time ago! 


(but there's always sissors and a black marker!) 


Thanks, 


Bob Ragain WB4ETT Littleton, CO 
"HamMog": 1965 model 404S Unimog with radio box 


MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 

Date: Sat, 9 May 1998 18:34:51 -0400 (EDT) 
Subject: MYSTERY MIDLAND COMPRESSOR AMP 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING) 
Message-ID: <9805091834.aa10146@pcusa01.ecunet.org> 


To: boatanchors@theporch.com 
Found an item at a hamfest for a buck... 


It's labelled "Compressor Amplifier", made by Midland (gulp, must 

be old CB stuff) measures about 5"W x 4"D x 3"H, front panel has a slide 
switch "on/off", pot "Modulation", meter "%modulation". Has a single 6BA6 
on a printed ct board. There are 2 pots on the ct bd. On back, says 
Model, Stock No. & Serial No. but that spot is completely blank! 


Instructions are printed on bottom for setting Modulation control but not 
for the pots inside. 


Only number on unit is printed on bottom, "100-053-028". 
No built-in power supply. 
Anybody got anything on this? 


-John Sehring (written on Sat, May 9, 1998 at Custer, SD) UCC WB2EQG 


Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.19980509175759 .0082ea10@pop. pipeline. com> 
Date: Sat, 09 May 1998 17:57:59 +0000 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "Lawrence R. Ware" <lrware@pipeline.com> 

Subject: Missile Radar test set 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Good evening folks! 
It's time for yet another "Rules of Ware" freebie giveaway. 


Tonight's canoe anchor which will go free (almost anyway, you get to pay 
the shipping :-) to a good home is: 


One small test set, marked: 


Error Converter Calibrator 
for AN/FPS-16 type RADARS 

FSN 6625-NL 120243-32 

Model # 710642 S/N 3 

RCA Missile Test Project 

Made for 

Aix Force Missile Test Center 


1st preference to anyone who actually owns an AN/FPS-16. 
2nd preference to the best story about what your going to do with it 
or use it for... :-) 


Judges decision is final. 
Your verbage may vary. 


-Larry Ware 
lrware@pipeline.com 
Orlando, Florida 


Message-Id: <v04003a00b17a919635b6@[207 .181.238.188]> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

Date: Sat, 9 May 1998 16:08:20 -0700 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Richard Pekelney <pekelney@rspeng.com> 

Subject: 16 mm films 


Folks, 


We have found the correct replacement 16 mm film projector built in 1942 
for USS Pampanito (WW II submarine in San Francisco.) The tube amplifier, 
film transport, etc. all are in good shape. With a some cleaning and 
lubrication we will be ready to try it out. However, we have no 
appropriate films. Does anyone have any 1940s entertainment or Navy 
training films (reprints OK)? I would love to show an appropriate film on 
the old projector during our next special event on the boat. 


Thank you for the help. 
rich 


Richard Pekelney 

Internet: pekelney@rspeng.com 
Phone: USA 1-415-563-5928 
Fax: USA 1-415-563-5787 


Mime-Version: 1.0 

Date: Sat, 9 May 1998 19:37:34 -0700 

Message-ID: <Q008E674.1914@svlima.sv.sc.philips.com> 
From: Brian.Harris@sv.sc.philips.com (Brian Harris) 
Subject: Philco 89 resto 


To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 
Content-Description: cc:Mail note part 


I am restoring a Philco 98 (Code 123) broadcast receiver for a friend and have 
encountered an open feedback winding in the 1st detector's plate (1st IF) 
transformer. I might be able to fix the winding but it would VASTLY easier to 
install a replacement coil. Anybody out there with a parts unit. 


I'll spare you the details of how I unpotted the foil capacitors, reinstalling 
new ones in the original bakelite containters. Let me just say I am glad I 
wasn't a radio repairman in the thirties (or whenever this thing was made). 


Thanks and 73, Brian 


From: JONWEINER <JONWEINER@aol.com> 
Message-ID: <64399a9d.3554f9a6@aol.com> 

Date: Sat, 9 May 1998 20:49:41 EDT 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: FS: Hallicrafters HT-33A 
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


For sale Hallicrafters HT-33A linear amplifer. A heavy, solid 1KW amp in very 
good condition. Complete with the original manual. Driven to 1KW with 50W PEP 
SSB, 12.5W AM, or 60 watts CW. I bought this amp to use with my HT-32A, but I 
don't have enough 110VAC to run all the gear in the shack. Price $450., picked 
up at Greenville, SC, or I can deliver to Dayton. 


Jon, K1IVVC 


Message-Id: <199805100054.RAAQ8092@shell.wco.com> 
From: "Larry" <rau@wco.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Conelrad ignorance 

Date: Sat, 9 May 1998 17:48:10 -0700 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Its true.. I wouldnt recognize a morrow conelrad monitor if it bit me ! 


only thing inever managed to find for the collection.. excpet maybe the 
lorans and aircraft stuff ( LOL) 
. go figure. 


W6WUH 


Date: Sat, 9 May 1998 21:00:21 -0400 

From: Brian Bjerkelund <brianbj@compuserve.com> 
Subject: R-390A question 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-ID: <199805092100_MC2-3C7D-26F2@compuserve. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Disposition: inline 


Howdy Group: 


Today I joined the ranks of '390A owners....... original meters, bottom 
cover and it actually works, sort of. 


The first thing I noticed is there is a slug missing in a 2.0 to 4.0 spot= 


and one broken in a 3.0 to 2.0 position. Are these things available? I 
know I need a manual, so what is considered a "good" source and if there 
are several versions, what is the best one to use? 


I realize these are neophyte questions, so bear with me..... I'll get 
better! 


Thanks and 73, 


Brian, K7AIS = 


Date: Sat, 9 May 1998 22:12:48 -0400 (EDT) 

Message-Id: <1.5.4.16.19980509091525 .346£932c@pop.mindspring.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "David L. Thompson" <thompson@mindspring.com> 

Subject: Anderson (Formerly Greenville) SC hamfest 


Drove up to the Anderson hamfest today (Sat) getting there at 8:30. 
Attendance was down but you could find the BA's among the computers. I had 


my list but only found 3 of 8 items I was looking for altho 2 more were 
there but not at the right price. 


Saw a number of BAers..including K1VVC, AA8A, AA4RM, WA4KCY, K4CNW, Phil (I 
can never remember his new call..W5YVT maybe---) he of the chrome DX100 
fame. Understand K40AH was there too. 


Quite a bit of BA gear (at least the equal of Charlotte). Many Drake lines 
(I saw a Drake C line, MS-4, PS, and a mic go for $250!!), Swan (several 
250's), Nice looking HT-37's (at least 3), two HT32A's, a HT33 (K1VVC has), 
several HQ170's (all sold), A Hunter 2000B amp, A Clipperton, HQ100 with 
speaker $130 not sold when I left, Several Viking's (not in good shape but 
at $200), and a Viking Valiant II (sold). A nice looking Heath 6 meter rig, 
An Clegg Inceptor receiver (but nary a Zeus), A Clegg Thor 6 in good looking 
condx for $125, Many SB220's, several SB200's, A Swan Mark II ($400 and not 
sold) and there was a lot of old test gear both commercial and Eico/Heath. 
Several DX60's too (one in good condx for $35). Tempted by the Swan Amp, The 
HT33, and made an offer on a National NC-88 hiding behind other gear but we 
came up $30 short of an agreement...Geez the Osterman book says the 88 is 
scarce. Same CE 20A (looks great) and Lakeshore Bandhopper VFO (dial warped 
by heat) combe I saw last year (still unsold)..I told him to wait for an 
article coming up soon in ER on the 20A/Lakeshore VFO and he could sell it then. 


After the third tour and two more unsuccessful bids for a keyer and a code 
reader I drove back to Atlanta. 


Did win an hourly door prize ... 


And why are all the D-104's with G stands amplified???? (Guess they all are 
from CBers..) 


Dave K4JRB 


Message-Id: <2.2.32.19980510025536.006c6e54@pop.america.net> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

Date: Sat, 09 May 1998 22:55:36 -0400 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Tim Richardson <tim@america.net> 

Subject: Signing off for now 


>Time sure flies when you're having fun! ;%) Already a year has gone by, 
>and your subscription will expire during this month... 

> 

It has been a pleasure to receive the Boatanchors mailing list over the past 
two years. Unfortunately since being elected to public office my time 
available to spend with boatanchors (or to even read the list) has dwindled 


to nil. It has been a lot of fun, maybe I can rejoin the group in about four 
years. Happy boatanchoring to everyone! 


Tim Richardson WB4HZT Acworth, GA <tim@america.net> http://www.america.net/~tim/ 
"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to relive it."-Santayana 


Date: Sat, 9 May 1998 22:43:30 -0500 (CDT) 
Message-Id: <199805100343 .WAAQ2188@ns1.koyote. com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
From: George Humphrey <gah@koyote.com> 

Subject: Collins Help Please 


Hi BAers, 


Picked up the stuff I won in the bidding at the local salvage sale at work. 
I was surprised to find buried in the junk box a Collins Radio, Part number 
544 7786 005, Type 242F 5, Serial 600. It is a rack mount has inside two 
type 3B28 tubes and says it will also work with two type 1616 or 866 tubes. 
Can anyone fill me in on this radio, what freqs are covered and what other 
items I would need to get it operational? 


Also found a Communications Electronic Inc. reveiver type VLF-351, Serial 
No. 41. Same questions as on the Collins above please? If I get this one 
working, can I use it to listen to the Alexanderson alternator??? 


Thanks for your time and 
73s George KC5SWBV 


Message-Id: <199805100347 . XAA42230@ns5-1.CC.Lehigh.EDU> 
Date: Sat, 09 May 1998 23:47:30 EDT 

From: ailO@lehigh.edu (ARTHUR I. LARKY) 

Subject: SX-71 schematic 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


I've received a slew of replies to my request for a schematic. No more 

answers needed unless it's someone near Allentown/Bethlehem/Easton PA who wants 
me to drive over and pick one up. 

Thanks again to all who replied. I'm glad I'm joining this group! 

Art 


Message-ID: <3555D4ED.D9BAB4AD@prtc.net> 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 13:25:22 -0300 
From: laffitte@prtc.net (laffitte) 


MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: 6X4/ Adventurer 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi Anchorites! 


I am trying to get a Viking Adventurer back on the air. It seems to 
have been assembled by a sadist who just wanted to make the life of the 
next owner miserable. I have no manual or schematic and will appreciate 
help on this matter. If anyone has a spare couple of 6X4s and would like 
to trade for some other tubes, I need those too. 

Thanks to all of you. I hope that everyone is having a nice mothers day. 


Best 73s, 

Guido KP4FAR 

BA collector in the tropics 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 


Message-ID: <3555D21B.1512@tir. com> 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 12:13:15 -0400 

From: sbrovas <sbrovas@tir.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: FS:HQ-145XC Hammarlund 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi All, 

I have a complete Hammarlund HQ-145XC for sale. It is working, but 
sold "as-is." 
Rig has faceplate pitting under paint. 


Faceplate looks about a 6.5 range. 

Original knobs, Exc. 

Original 24 hour clock exc. 

Original cabinet exc- 

Copy of original manual. 

Inside will need normal cleanup. Price is $140 + shipping. 


73's de Bill, WA1APX/8 


Message-ID: <3555CFA6.5A1E@tir. com> 


Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 12:02:46 -0400 

From: sbrovas <sbrovas@tir.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: FS:HRO50/HT32/37 Cabinets 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi All, 
I have a couple of cabinets forsale. Price is $50 each +shipping. 


HRO-50 cabinet. Top cover was painted a non-standard colot. Bottom 
sheet metal panel is missing. No dents or bulletholes.... 


Hallicrafter HT-32/33 cabinet. VGC+ condition. Also bottom panel is 
missing. No dents or bullet holes. Paint is ok "as-is." 


HT-37 Cabinet (both upper and lower) VGC+. 


73's de Bill, WA1APX/8 


Message-ID: <3555CE29.1CAC@tir. com> 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 11:56:25 -0400 

From: sbrovas <sbrovas@tir.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: FS:Eico 730 Mod/MM-2(CE)/HT-32A 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi All, 
I have the following eqpt forsale: 


Eico 720 Modulator with copy of manual. Overall EXC condition 
cosmetically. Operating condition is unknown. Price is $75 +shipping. 


Central Electronics MM-2 Monitor Scope. Beautiful cosmetic condition 
with copy of both assembly and operating manual. Operating condition is 
unknown. Price is $80+shipping. 


HT-32A, partially working on 80 meters only (90watts+). Faceplate has a 
very small blemish which is easily corrected. Complete cabinet and 
knobs/still requires cabinet cleaning. Price is $125+shipping. (Would 
like to pack through Mailboxes etc..... ) 


73's de Bill, WA1APX/8 


From: provero@connix.com 

Message-Id: <199805101419.KAA09530@comet.connix.com> 
Date: Sun, 10 May 98 10:17:24 -0400 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Rochester NH after-action reports? 


As much as I love sog/mud fests, was unable to attend 
the Rochester NH event Fri/Sat. Haven't seen any 


reports. 


Any survivors? 


P.J. "Josh" Rovero home: provero@connix.com 
Meteorologist radio: KK1D 

Oceanographer work: rovero@sonalysts.com 
Curmudgeon-at-Large web: http: //www.connix.com/~provero/ 


Message-Id: <199805101157 .LAA119882@out5.ibm.net> 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 07:57:06 -0400 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
From: Bill Coleman N2BC <n2bc@ibm.net> 

Subject: WTB 4CX250Bs 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 


Need a pair of 4CX250Bs. Need not be new, would like ‘em to work though! 
Email to n2bc@ibm.net 
THANKS! ! Bill 


+++ 4+ 4+ 4+ + + + 4+=20 
Bill Coleman=A0=A0 N2BC 
Email=A0=A0 n2bc@ibm.net=20 


Message-ID: <0Q01£01bd7c2f£$a78ec260$6£a031cc@cmoody> 
From: "Charles Moody" <cmoody@brandons.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Books on BoatAnchors 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 11:21:14 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 


Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Fellow Anchorites: I haven't been paying close enough attention. However, 
it has finally dawned on me that you fellows have some reference books that 
discuss and describe all the various boatanchors. Book authors like 
Osterman and maybe Moore's (?). I'd like to acquire the reference books if 
possible. What are the correct titles and author names and where do you buy 
them? Thanks. 

73. Charles N4PI 


Message-Id: <3.0.32.19980510074546 .007089a0@pop.mindspring.com> 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 08:23:06 -0400 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Jim Lockwood <jmlckwd@mindspring.com> 

Subject: Need Heath AT-1 schematic 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Good morning gang, 


A long time ham buddy of mine is on the verge of becoming a devotee of tube 
type gear. He's purchased an inoperative AT-1 and could use a schematic 
for it. I'd like to help him out. 


I'll be glad to pay copying and postage and nuisance fees for anyone who 
can provide me with a copy. 


713% 
Jim - KA4CCF 


(formerly KM6NK, WA4KOO, WN4KOO) 
Looking for original QSL cards from K4CCF 


http: //www.mindspring.com/~johnmb/radiorm1. htm 


Mime-Version: 1.0 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 00:32:32 -0700 

Message-ID: <Q008E721.1914@svlima.sv.sc.philips.com> 
From: Brian.Harris@sv.sc.philips.com (Brian Harris) 
Subject: RCA 8BK RX 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 

Content-Description: cc:Mail note part 


I would like to hear from anyone that has experience working with an RCA 8BK 
broadcast receiver, particularly if you have converted this battery operated set 
to AC. The version I have has the vibrator option. Thanks for your time. 


Brian Harris WA5UEK 


From: Galpind <Galpind@aol.com> 

Message-ID: <8481a4e9.355594be@aol. com> 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 07:51:24 EDT 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: Grounds & Caps Followup 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Some responses to questions. 


Grounds - In the power plants we separate the safety and signal grounds 
because the safety ground grid carries all sorts of noise from the electrical 
machinery and the signal grounds can not handle the fault current needed for 
safety. 


I think that using the ham shack ground for both safety and signal will work 
OK since most ham shack signal grounds are better than the code grounds in the 
house wiring. You mighr also pick up less noise staying separate from the 
distribution ground system. Just remember that everything in your shack is 
not necessarily grounded, e.g., test equipment and that old TV you have in the 
corner. 


Capacitors - I am just speculating on the length of time to bake out a radio. 
I have heard everything up to six hours and I have only done it with flooded 
motors and one broadcast transistor radio that was dropped in a lake. I think 
it would be safe to heat above the boiling point of water, since most 
electronic components are rated 100 degrees C or higher. Perhaps some of the 
electronics types can comment on that idea! 


As far as moisture causing permanent chemical changes in the cap materials, I 
agree that is a possibility. I am not opposing the practice of re-caping, 
just trying to figure out why the experience is so varied. 


73 Dave Galpin KBOLP 
galpind@aol.com 


Message-ID: <35559E4D.61A3@visuallink. com> 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 08:32:13 -0400 
From: Dan Martin <dmartin@visuallink.com> 


MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: AWR Madagascar 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


390'ers: 


Well, pleased to say I snagged AWR at 3215 last night and if Chuck and 
all will tolerate my saying so on the 390 mail reflector just this once, 
I did so on my 5134, serial 1801. My ‘67 EAC was across the room on the 
work bench (it's fine, just resting) and my J4 was in the operating 
position. I was too pooped to swap out 150 lbs of radio at the end of 
the day plus, the 51J series and 390 series are distant cousins, at 
least. 


The static crashes were terrible, probably made worse by my selection of 
my noise-sensitive 3/8 wavelength 40 meter mostly vertical antenna. 
While this 49 footer gets the current up off the ground for 40 meters, 
it admittedly isn't the best choice for low hf DX-ing. The ANL on the J4 
helped some, taking the sharpness off the static. While it was only 
drizzling rain in Northern VA there were a lot of real boomers all over 
the southeast last night - thunderstorms very evident. I've already seen 
at least one posting from another VA station that claimed 20/9 for AWR 
and I imagine our antennas made that difference. Would've been neat to 
have had a nice quiet loop and see what the difference was. Frankly, had 
I not known what to listen to it is unlikely I could have i.d.-ed AWR. 
The signal strength seemed quite acceptable, just lotsa noise. 


I guess the most reassuring and satisfying thing about it all was that I 
was able to simply tune dead-on at 3215.0 and there it was. This 
tunability is characteristic of both the 51J-series and certainly the 
390 family. I've come a long way from the frequency-guessing days of the 
little Halli S-120 my dad gave me for Christmas in the early sixties 
when I was a young lad. That is the rig that started it all. Even with 
that little rig, I covered my entire wall with SWBC QSL cards. My 
parents used to kid me I could never look forward to any kind of 
government job with all the regular correspondence I received in those 
cold war days from Peking, Havana, and Moscow! Anyway, isn't that what 
so much of boat anchoring is about - owning all those expensive radios 
now that you could only dream about 30 years ago. 


All in all, the J4 probably isn't the equal of my well aligned and 
operating EAC 390A but I do enjoy it. Crank the af gain down and ride 
the rf gain as needed and with the filter selections and phasing control 
it is marvelous delight on 40 meter CW. 


73 all ... 


Dan 


WB4GRA 
Winchester, VA 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 2049 
KAKKKKKKKKKK KKK KIER KKE KK 


>From ???@??? Mon May 11 09:40:59 1998 

Message-Id: <199805110137 .UAA14443@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 20:36:40 CDT 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2050 


BOATANCHORS Digest 2050 


Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 
5) 
6) 
7) 
8) 
9) 
10) 
11) 
12) 
13) 


14) 


? evaluate USAAF anecdotes ? 

by Ho4bart <Ho4bart@aol.com> 

Short Memory - Dayton Hamvention 

by "Charles Moody" <cmoody@brandons.net> 

WwW II boatanchor audio? 

by Gordon Smith <wpe91ijx@iquest.net> 

Abbreviations 

by "Charles Moody" <cmoody@brandons.net> 

Carbon Comp Resistor Ageing 

by John Poulton <jp@cs.unc.edu> 

Panel Refinisher Needed 

by "Richard Solomon" <wiksz@tiac.net> 

Help: 1L20 Spectrum Analyzer 

by "JOSE V. GAVILA (EB5AGV/EC5AAU)" <eb5agv@ctv.es> 
Signal Corps Volume FS 

by "Jay H. Miller" <jmiller@teleteam.net> 

Re: Grounds & Caps Followup 

by Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net> 

some crude photos (manson RX and HT37 transceiver) 
by "Bob Duckworth" <wb4mnf@atl.org> 

Looking for Watkins-Johnson RS-111-1x** receiver. 
by Kevin Gallagher <wire2liv@gomontana.com> 

Re: Help: 1L20 Spectrum Analyzer 

by WOEOM <WOEOM@aol.com> 

RE: Rochester NH after-action reports? 

by "Christopher A. Bowne" <radiobwn@riconnect.com> 
carbon resistor aging 


by ailO@lehigh.edu (ARTHUR I. LARKY) 
15) Globe Champion 300 restoration (long) 
by Phil Mills <pmills@a.crl.com> 
16) WTB pair of AX9909 tubes 
by Phil Mills <pmills@a.crl.com> 
17) ??parasitic suppressor quesion?? 
by Phil Mills <pmills@a.crl.com> 
18) National NCX-5 supply/speaker and/or remote VFO needed 
by wallace@world.std.com (Andy Wallace) 
19) Re: Conelrad ignorance 
by "Larry" <rau@wco.com> 
20) Adventurer Manual 
by "Larry" <rau@wco.com> 
21) FS: T-195 Xmiter and R-392 
by "Bruce J. Howes KG2IC" <bhowes@buffnet.net> 
22) help 
by KA6UUP <KA6UUP@aol .com> 
23) Boatanchor nuptials 
by Morris Odell <morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au> 
24) Useful non-BA 
by Morris Odell <morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au> 


From: Ho4bart <Ho4bart@aol .com> 

Message-ID: <80d19ab0.3555b8b1@aol. com> 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 10:24:48 EDT 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: ? evaluate USAAF anecdotes ? 

Content-type: multipart/mixed; 
boundary="part0_894810288_boundary" 


This is a multi-part message in MIME format. 
--part0_894810288 boundary 


Content-ID: <0_894810288@inet_out.mail.aol.com.1> 
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 


Vv 


In listening to veteran stories, i have learned that sometimes, 
unfortunately, the teller feels a need to synthesize from 
avalable elements, or to expand his role in history. accounts 
can vary 0% to 100% BS factor, i have heard both extremes. 
herewith i quote some anecdotes heard recently, paraphrased 
by me. [ ] indicates i cannot remember precisely. 
what would be your take on the likelihood of each being true? 
the time is late 1944, around October, flying B-17s from 
England, to when he was shot down and captured . 


VV VV VV VV WV 


"as plane captain, i had the BC-375 ( longrange liaison radio 
transmitter ) taken out. There was a relay plane that flew around 
40 000 feet that relayed base messages over VHF, so we never 
uses HF liaison. We kept the BC-348 HF receiver tho, to listen 
to Armed Forces Radio on the way back, we especially wanted 
baseball games. Guys volunteered for the relay plane flights, 
it counted for missions count and it was safe, as German fighters 
could not perform well at high altitudes." 


VV VV VV VV 


"over England, because the English radio system was rotten, they had 
something they called the Nemo-Darkey system to help planes home. 

‘Nemo ___name of village ___' was the ground station, and operated 

low power, in the range of 1/2 watt, on 6440 kc/s. The aircraft would 
have a call like 'Darkey 4' and would send in the 3 mc/s band. This was 
to help lost planes find where they were." 


"After the mission, because of the exceptionally high losses were 

linked in the crews' minds to the new equipment installed before, 

having the code name ‘Stinky’ [ H2S ? ], 

the men destroyed the wing equipment. They went with baseball 

bats and broke up the [ ? antenna or plexiglass ? installations on 
wings? ] No, there were no repercussions, no punishments." 


"The German commander showed me their radar display. it showed 
the target with two colors, red and green. A red tail dragged behind 
the target indication, showing the direction the target was moving." 


VVVV VV VV VV VV VV VV MV 


quote carots are there as this is excerpted from a slightly longer post 
to a WW2-interest list. 

thanks, hue miller 

"Speak the truth, but ride a fast horse" 


--part0_894810288 boundary 

Content-ID: <0_894810288@inet_out.mail.aol.com.2> 
Content-type: message/rf£c822 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 
Content-disposition: inline 


Return-Path: <owner-wwii-1l@LISTSERV.ACSU.BUFFALO.EDU> 
Received: from relay23.mx.aol.com (relay23.mail.aol.com [172.31.106.69]) by 
air05.mx.aol.com (vx) with SMTP; Sun, 10 May 1998 10:17:09 -0400 
Received: from VMS.DC.LSOFT.COM (vms.dc.lsoft.com [206.241.13.27]) 
by relay23.mx.aol.com (8.8.5/8.8.5/AOL-4.0.0) 
with ESMTP id KAAQ2438; 
Sun, 10 May 1998 10:17:02 -0400 (EDT) 
Message-Id: <199805101417 .KAAQ2438@relay23.mx.aol.com> 
Received: from PEAR.EASE.LSOFT.COM (206.241.12.19) by VMS.DC.LSOFT.COM (LSMTP 
for OpenVMS v1.1b) with SMTP id <13.FF172B7E@VMS.DC.LSOFT.COM>; Sun, 


10 May 1998 10:16:02 -0500 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 10:16:39 EDT 
Reply-To: World War II Discussion List <WWII-L@LISTSERV.ACSU.BUFFALO.EDU> 
Sender: World War II Discussion List <WWII-L@LISTSERV.ACSU.BUFFALO.EDU> 
From: Ho4bart <Ho4bart@AOL.COM> 
Subject: ? evaluate USAAF anecdotes ? 
To: WWII-L@LISTSERV.ACSU.BUFFALO. EDU 
Mime-Version: 1.0 
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


In listening to veteran stories, i have learned that sometimes, 
unfortunately, the teller feels a need to synthesize from 
avalable elements, or to expand his role in history. accounts 
can vary 0% to 100% BS factor, i have heard both extremes. 
herewith i quote some anecdotes heard recently, paraphrased 

by me. [ ] indicates i cannot remember precisely. 

what would be your take on the likelihood of each being true? 
the time is late 1944, around October, flying B-17s from 
England, to when he was shot down and captured 


"as plane captain, i had the BC-375 ( longrange liaison radio 
transmitter ) taken out. There was a relay plane that flew around 
40 000 feet that relayed base messages over VHF, so we never 
uses HF liaison. We kept the BC-348 HF receiver tho, to listen 
to Armed Forces Radio on the way back, we especially wanted 
baseball games. Guys volunteered for the relay plane flights, 
it counted for missions count and it was safe, as German fighters 
could not perform well at high altitudes." 


"I drew several extra machine gun barrels and gloves and the special 
wrench to install them. Also 3 000 [ ? or so ? ] extra rounds. 

No, there was no problem getting any of this. The enlisted who issued 
these would give them to you; besides, anyone who proved he was a 
survivor, it was hard to argue with him." 


"over England, because the English radio system was rotten, they had 
something they called the Nemo-Darkey system to help planes home. 

‘Nemo ___name of village ___' was the ground station, and operated 

low power, in the range of 1/2 watt, on 6440 kc/s. The aircraft would 
have a call like 'Darkey 4' and would send in the 3 mc/s band. This was 
to help lost planes find where they were." 


"After the mission, because of the exceptionally high losses were 

linked in the crews' minds to the new equipment installed before, 

having the code name 'Stinky' [ H2S ? ], 

the men destroyed the wing equipment. They went with baseball 

bats and broke up the [ ? antenna or plexiglass ? installations on 


wings? ] No, there were no repercussions, no punishments." 


"The German commander showed me their radar display. it showed 
the target with two colors, red and green. A red tail dragged behind 
the target indication, showing the direction the target was moving." 


"Near Magdeburg I saw 3 B-17s the Germans had captured and 
repaired. I was offered [ ? $500 ? ] a month, deposited to a Swiss 
bank, to teach how to fly the plane. I could supposedly claim this 
money after the end of the war." 


thanks, hue miller 


--part0_894810288 boundary -- 


Message-ID: <0Q04301bd7c3a$6bfafc40$6£a031cc@cmoody> 
From: "Charles Moody" <cmoody@brandons.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Short Memory - Dayton Hamvention 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 12:38:18 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="i1s0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Someone made a short list of our fellow filamentarians that would be at 
certain booths/tables/spots at the Dayton Hamvention. I copied it and 
deleted it and now can't find my copy. Here's a list that I've made. 
Please correct it and add to it. 

#117 Jon K1VVC and Bob AA8A, 

#1549-51 Kim W8ZV and Steve WA8GLE, 

#2149-50 Tony W8SNC, 

#2835-36 Joe K8FC, 

#3225-26 George KE8RN and Tim WA8MLV, 

#3324 Bill WAS8CDU, 

Michael, AB5L wandering around with a live ferret (or vice versa), 
Charles, N4PI stumbling around with yellow vest and white hair, 
Someone mentioned being in a "Cosmophone?" T-shirt ? 

I'm sure there are many other tubesters who are going to be there. 
Please assert your Haj to Mecca and let us know how to recognize you. I'm 
looking forward to meeting the guys behind these witty, erudite e-mails. 
See ya. 

Charles N4PI 


Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 13:25:42 -@500 (CDT) 
Message-Id: <199805101825 .NAA04193@sco.theporch. com> 


Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
From: Gordon Smith <wpe9ijx@iquest.net> 
Subject: WW II boatanchor audio? 


Greetings. I recently saw a photo of one of the British WW II listening posts. 
There were several boatanchor receivers looking rather pristine. It made me 
wonder 

if there might be a web site that has audio files of some of the actual traffic 
being received by these venerable receivers. Does anyone know if there is 

such a site? 

Thanks for any responses. 73. 


W9LU WPE9IIX 1992 BMW K75 
Regards from the "Silicon Flood Plain" (tm) of Kokomo, In. 
(home of Delco Electronics and the "Steer and the Stump" ..... 
ask me if you want more info :)) reply to: wpe9ijx@iquest.net 


Message-ID: <0Q00701bd7c41$ee3aeecO$6£a031cc@cmoody> 
From: "Charles Moody" <cmoody@brandons.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Abbreviations 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 13:32:03 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="iso0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


What does WTB mean in the subject line?? 
Thanks, Charles, N4PI 


From: John Poulton <jp@cs.unc.edu> 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 14:33:29 -0400 (EDT) 
Message-Id: <199805101833 .0AA28077@mira.cs.unc.edu> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Carbon Comp Resistor Ageing 


A few weeks ago the topic of ageing in carbon composition resistors came up 
(again). 

Most all of us have experienced the upward shift in value for carbon comps found 
in old radios, giving rise to all sorts of problems. The best working hypothesis 
is that age, heat, and humidity do a job on these parts. Several on the list, 
including 

Larry Ware (who's opinion I take very seriously!), opined that even sitting on the 


shelf, these components' values tend to increase with age. 


Well, it so happens that I ended up with a big box of CC's, all Allen-Bradley type 
RCR's, 5% tolerance, purchased in 1979 by Western Electric as “ageing samples". 
They 

were opened and "inspected" (whatever that means, since most were still wrapped) 
in 

1982, then subsequently presented to our University as gifts. So, these are 20- 
year 

old components that have spent most of the past 15 years sitting in the (hot and 
fairly 

humid) attic of an academic building on our campus, just waiting to be used for 
something. 


Seemed like a golded opportunity to shed some light on this question of shelf 
ageing, 

so I took lots of about 50 of various values and measured their resistance (with a 
calibrated DMM). The results are shown below as histograms, with percent 
tolerance 

as the vertical axis. 


To summarize: assuming the values of these components were normally distributed 
around 

*% tolerance when they were purchased, it appears that ageing on the shelf *xdoesx 
indeed raise their value, though not much. All but the 330 ohm, 1/2w sample are 
still within tolerance, and even the 330's aren't all that bad. I'd be happy to 
use 

any of these as replacements in a BA. 


A random sampling of resistors in my collection showed that most older (40 
years??) 

10% resistors are at or slighly beyond the upper limit of their tolerances. If 
you're 

collecting CC's at hamfests, go for the newer, 5% ones, needless to say. And in 
any 

case, it's xalwaysx a good idea and cheap insurance to measure resistors before 
taking the time/trouble to solder them in. 


73 
John Poulton KF40ZY 
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Message-Id: <199805101856.SAA22141@mail-out-4.tiac.net> 
From: "Richard Solomon" <wiksz@tiac.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Panel Refinisher Needed 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 14:54:35 -0400 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Looking for someone who does panel refinishing. I thought I 
read of someone who does R-390's a while back. 

I need my SP-600 panel re-done. 

Tnx, Dick, W1KSZ 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.19980510210158 .00779288@pop.ctv.es> 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 21:01:58 +0200 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "JOSE V. GAVILA (EB5AGV/EC5AAU)" <eb5agv@ctv.es> 


Subject: Help: 1L20 Spectrum Analyzer 
Mime-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Hi gang! 


Sorry for this query in the BA list. It is not strictly BA but I plan to 
use an spectrum analyzer to work with BAs ;-) 


Well, I have been offered an Tektronix 1L20 plug-in in very good shape and 
including the Technical Manual, for $150. I wonder if: 


(1)Is this a good price?. 


(2)Which mainframes I would need to use it?. Are they very large and/or 
heavy?. Prices for them?. Anybody has one available?. 


(3)Any experiences with the 1L20?. 


I would like to hear also about other possibilities, both plug-in or 
complete units. Which ones you use?. Of course, price is a big limiting 
factor... I know there are real marvels around, but my pocket is not deep 
enought to hold so much $$$ ;-) 


Thanks for your help! 


Best regards. 


73 EB5SAGV / ECSAAU 
JOSE V. GAVILA 
Ausias March 46, 15 
46910 Benetusser - VALENCIA 
SPAIN 


xx VISIT MY VINTAGE RADIO SITE - updated 6-May-1998 xxx 
http://www. geocities.com/SiliconValley/6992/ 
e-mail: eb5agv@ctv.es & eb5agv@amsat.org 


Message-Id: <103110700b17ba988606£@[199 .34.24.16]> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 14:05:39 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
From: "Jay H. Miller" <jmiller@teleteam.net> 
Subject: Signal Corps Volume FS 


I have an extra copy of: 
The Signal Corps: The Test 


Green hardcover book published by the US Army in the U.S. Army in World War 
II series. This is one of three volumes on the Signal Corps (the middle 
one). Interesting reading (it takes all three volumes to get the whole 
picture however) and some fine pictures of SCR-299, telephone systems, 
V-mail, pack radios, etc. Way more reading than pictures. 


If anyone is interested, let me know and I'll either bring it to Dayton 
(booth 3018-3019) or mail when I get back. 


Very good condition. Asking $15 shipped book rate in USA. 


RAK RR THRAARAARAARAARAAAE kk KAK KARE 
Jay H. Miller, KK5IM Dallas, Texas 
The Pocket Guide to Collins Amateur Radio Equipment 
ARRL x AMI#846 x Collins Collectors Association * DXCC 
E-Mail: jmiller@teleteam.net 
Visit My Home Page: http://www.teleteam.com/~jmiller/ 
xxkx*xkxk Proud to be 100% Macintosh since 1984! xxxxx 


Message-Id: <v03007806b17bbae092b3@[153.34.29.163]> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 12:18:14 -0800 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
From: Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net> 

Subject: Re: Grounds & Caps Followup 


*kxSPR responds to Galpinds remarks: 
> 


>Capacitors - I am just speculating on the length of time to bake out a radio. 
>I have heard everything up to six hours and I have only done it with flooded 
>motors and one broadcast transistor radio that was dropped in a lake. I think 
>it would be safe to heat above the boiling point of water, since most 
>electronic components are rated 100 degrees C or higher. Perhaps some of the 
>electronics types can comment on that idea! 


**k*xDON'T DO IT! Most modern componnets are rated for either 70 or 85 deg 
C. The electrolytics particularly will suffer-if you bidl them dry they 
will become completely useless. I's pick 60 deg C as a much safer 
temperature. 


> 

>As far as moisture causing permanent chemical changes in the cap materials, I 
>agree that is a possibility. I am not opposing the practice of re-caping, 
>just trying to figure out why the experience is so varied. 


xxxI suspect that the degradation of paper caps depends mostly on two 
things: the average humidity the part has lived in over its life and the 
percentage of the time it's had voltage applied. The folks in Phoenix do 
seem to change fewer caps than most of the rest of us... 


Regards, 


Scott Robinson 
spr@earthlink.net 


Junque is GOOD for you! 


Message-Id: <199805101915 .PAA19020@at1l.org> 

From: "Bob Duckworth" <wb4mnf@atl.org> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: some crude photos (manson RX and HT37 transceiver) 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 16:31:08 +0100 


Some oddball stuff. 

http: //www.atl.org/radios/ 

not a fancy web page :-) 

Any info on this HT37 transceiver conversion??? 

9MHz IF used for TX and RX has McCoy xtal filter. 

Did not get the outboard PS with it but HP23 should 

work fine. 

Any info on the Manson gear is welcome too along with 

some rack mount ears and leads to transmitter that ran off the 
same synthesizer. Yes, it's BA. It's a tube type synth. 


Is it tricky to get KWM2 final neutralized or is it just me? 


-bob 
wb4mnf 


Message-ID: <3555FF55.9AC3F3F3@gomontana. com> 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 13:26:13 -0600 

From: Kevin Gallagher <wire2liv@gomontana.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Looking for Watkins-Johnson RS-111-1x** receiver. 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Greetings all, I am looking for the above W-J receiver. I would buy 
outright or trade a good BA receiver for it, plus whatever. I have for 
trade a 388, a 392, a 390A, several SRR-13's, several old National RCP 
receivers, and others. If you have one of these W-J receivers you could 
part with, please let me know. Thanks, Kevin 


From: WOEOM <WOQEOM@aol.com> 

Message-ID: <4cale319.355603b9@aol . com> 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 15:44:18 EDT 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: Re: Help: 1L20 Spectrum Analyzer 
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Hello Jose - your query on the 1L20 gets into my area of interest. i have 
used SAs for 20 years, starting with those that took 2 men to pick up. i am 
into microwave, lab goes to 110 GHZ, so others will have opinion on HF SA. I 
had to go back to 1985 Tucker catalog to find a listing, the 1Lxx is long gone 
ever from flee markets here. the 1L20 cover 10 mhx to 4.2 ghz, and is used in 
530, 540 , and 550 Tek scopes as plug-in. if you have one of these, i would 
suggest the 1L10, which covers 1 mhz to 36 mhz, more appropiate for HF work. 
you should even be able to borrow one, to see if that is what you want. Start 
with what you want to do, and the maximum you can afford. then we ( the 
group) can make suggestions. 


73, Will Santa Clara, CA presently holding one end of the US 78 GHz record. 


Message-ID: <Q1BD7BC2.4A11E300@mys14.riconnect.com> 
From: "Christopher A. Bowne" <radiobwn@riconnect.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: RE: Rochester NH after-action reports? 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 03:17:50 -0400 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 


Well, I got there at 0200 Saturday AM from Stonington, CT 


They actually had a few hours of sun on Friday. Rest of the time it was 
like the last (at least) 6 Hosstraders - cloudy , and intermittent = 
drizzle. At least the heavy rain held off, although it poured all the = 
way home late Saturday PM. 


Good representation of the New England BA/AM gang. Dale, KW1I, as usual = 
set up a rally point around his GRC-19 station, which checked into the = 
Old Military Radio Net Saturday AM. Some of the usual suspects who = 
showed: 


Chris AJ1G, Dale KW1I, Dean KK1K, Dennis WA3YXN (now W7QHO), Brown = 
WINZR, Warren NY2H, Mike WLRC, Charlie KA1GON, Kevin WA1JUJ, Richaroni, = 
K1ETP, Joe, WA2PJP, John NM1H, Tim, WA1HLR, Steve, KA1SI, Frank, WA1GFZ, = 
and Steve, KL7JT. Longest traveller was Matt, ON8PO, who flew over from 
Belgium. and scored some very nice BAs, including a near mint ARB, = 
complete with remote control boxes, and shock mount. 


Dale gave a preview of his AMI presentation which he will give at the AM 
Forum at Dayton later this week. W1RC was snapping digital pix which = 
I'm sure we will see on the WB3HUZ "AM Window" website soon. WA1HLR = 
made the Hosstrader debut of his new mobile station, the Cadaver-lac, 
equipped with an 813/PP811 setup. Brown set up a Luddite sacrifical = 
altar upon which various pieces of sand state equiptment were = 
reconfigured with an 8 pound sledge hammer. =20 


Seemed like a good availability of BA sets, parts, and the like. Also = 
seemed like less computer stuff than usual. It was good to see new BA 
material showing up year after year. 


Some stuff I saw for sale included several nice 75A1-4 series RX, AR-88, = 
lots of ARC-5s, ARC-1, NC-173, R-392, R-390A, R-42 speaker, DX-40, Eico 
730 modulator, some S-line stuff, Tecraft 2 meter convertor, HRO/RAS, 
etc, etc, etc. A nice Heath AT-1 seemed to go un sold as of late on = 
Saturday at a reasonalbe price. As always, a good selection of bulk = 
parts and test equipment. 


Low point of the weekend was getting charged a 10 buck sellers fee, = 
which was something new this time around. 


My personal high point was picking up a near mint PE-162 putt-putt power = 
unit for my GRC-9 from Dennis, WA3YXN. The tools in the tool kit are = 
still wrapped in their original paper packing from Kolher, dated 6-52, = 
only three months before yours truly was born. I'll have it up and = 
running for the ER VFD next month. I also scored a nice original = 


SCR-522 manual. 


BTW - if you ask someone who went this weekend about the date of the = 
fall Hosstraders, and he looks at his raffle ticket, you will be 1 week = 
early. The ticket has a misprint, say it is on 10/3, the actual date is = 
10/10!!!! =20 


73, 


Chris Bowne, AJ1G 
Stonington, CT=20 
radiobwn@riconnect.com 


Message-Id: <199805102034.QAA17296@ns1-1.CC.Lehigh.EDU> 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 16:34:07 EDT 

From: ailO@lehigh.edu (ARTHUR I. LARKY) 

Subject: carbon resistor aging 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


>From ail@ Sun May 10 16:32:35 1998 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 16:32:35 EDT 
From: ailO (ARTHUR I. LARKY) 

X-Mailer: SENDM [Version 2.0.17] 
Subject: Re: Carbon Comp Resistor Ageing 
To: jp@CS.UNC.EDU 


It would not surprise me if you found a lot of new resistors at their 
tolerance limits also. The whole idea of the 10, 12, 15, 18, 22, 27, 

33, 39, 47 etc., sequence is to put the values logrithmically evenly spaced 
so that every one you make falls within 10% of the nominal value. Then you 
make 1%-ers by selecting out the ones that are closest to nominal, 

%-ers by selecting those within 5% and the ones that are left are within 
10% by definition. 

Art 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.19980510154918 . 0068a928@a.crl.com> 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 15:49:18 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Phil Mills <pmills@a.crl.com> 

Subject: Globe Champion 300 restoration (long) 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Well, I've spent a good deal of time on my Globe Champion 300 restoration 
project and hopefully am getting close to a test mode soon. This unit 


was hacked on pretty badly. I've removed lots of patched in wiring done 
with #12 solid copper, plastic insulated..... joints hanging in mid-air, etc. 
I've gone through 2 spools of solder wick cleaning up really globby solder 
joints and found lots of bad joints in the process. 


It is a lot of detective work too....you find a terminal strip 

with a bit of wire sticking out...then you go to the schematic and figure 
out what component was simply cut out of the circuit. Found several of 
these situations. 


The final amp section of the band switch had the contacts burned out on 
the 11 meter and 10 meter position. Fortunately, there were some unused 
contacts so I removed the ceramic wafer from the shaft, carefully drilled 
out rivets with my dremmel tool and a small drill bit, then moved the 
Spare contacts into position and mounted them with small screws. The end 
result is that you can't tell anything ever happened unless you look very 
closely and spot the screws. 


There was a lot of hacking in the power supply area but I've finally 
removed all the junk wiring and "additions" and figured out what is really 
supposed to be there. The oil-filled HV cap was missing so I'm replacing 
it with a small string of tubular electrolytics. 


Many thanks to all of you who have helped with this project. I've been 
provided with a panel meter, tubes, and lots of helpful advice from BA 
list members. 


73, 
Phil 


Phil Mills AB5TH 
pmills@a.crl.com 
Friendswood, TX 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.19980510153729 .0068a39c@a.crl.com> 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 15:37:29 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Phil Mills <pmills@a.crl.com> 

Subject: WTB pair of AX9909 tubes 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


I'd like to buy a pair of AX9909 tubes at a reasonable price....used, full 
output is okay. I need them for my Globe Champion 300 restoration and 

can't afford/don't want to pay AES $350 for a pair. I am prepared to convert 
to 4x150's if necessary but I'm trying to stay original if I can. 


thanks & 73, 
Phil 


Phil Mills AB5TH 
pmills@a.crl.com 
Friendswood, TX 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.19980510153457 .00687584@a.crl.com> 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 15:34:57 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Phil Mills <pmills@a.crl.com> 

Subject: ??parasitic suppressor quesion?? 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Is it okay to make up parasitic suppressors using anything other than 
carbon composition resistors? I'm speaking of these things usually 
made up of 3 turns of wire around a 2 watt 47 ohm resistor that one 
sees in the plate leads of various PA tubes. I don't have any 2 watt 
composition resistors handy in the 47 to 68 ohm range and I want to 
know if it is okay to use the "modern" carbon film or metal oxide 
power resistors. 


thanks, 
Phil 


Phil Mills AB5TH 
pmills@a.crl.com 
Friendswood, TX 


From: wallace@world.std.com (Andy Wallace) 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: National NCX-5 supply/speaker and/or remote VFO needed 
Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 23:14:48 GMT 

Message-Id: <35583297.2350790@world.std.com> 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Just picked up a clean looking National NCX-5 transceiver, but without 
PS or speaker or external VFO/calibrator. Anyone have any of these for 


sale? 


I wonder if the supply for the NCX-200 or NCX-3 would work. 


Any suggestions on brightening up the knob inserts? And what's that 
trick to look for to see if yours is the early or late NCX-5? 


Would love to hear NCX-5 war stories. 


--Andy 
wallace@world.std.com 


Message-Id: <199805102326.QAA04489@shell.wco.com> 
From: "Larry" <rau@wco.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Cc: "boatanchors" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Conelrad ignorance 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 16:20:20 -0700 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


well when i began as a broadcast engineer in 1969 Conelrad was still very 
much alive in tv and radio and still was into the early 70's...I dont 
recall logging it inthe late 70's..but that may have been somebody else' 
s job.. 


it may have lasted for hams for 1 year ( i never read about it in the ham 
regs in the 60's,,, but for broadcast it lasted longer .. 


iwas was in and out of the broadcasst engineering buis.. somebody with a 
longer track record knows the score i am sure. 


Message-Id: <199805102345 .QAAQ8633@shell.wco.com> 
From: "Larry" <rau@wco.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Cc: "boatanchors" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Adventurer Manual 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 16:39:17 -0700 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


guido.. I get the list condensed and a day late, but if you still need a 
copy of the adventurer manual i will be glad to sent it to you. 


73 Larry W6WUH 


Message-ID: <35563FD3.4E461827@buffnet.net> 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 21:01:24 -0300 

From: "Bruce J. Howes KG2IC" <bhowes@buffnet.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: FS: T-195 Xmiter and R-392 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Have for sale, nice and clean T-195 Xmiter and R-392 receiver. 
Asking $425/offers 

Email me for details. 

Tnx 


73% 


Bruce KG2IC 
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From: KA6UUP <KA6UUP@aol.com> 

Message-ID: <9127285.35565214@aol .com> 

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 21:19:15 EDT 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: help 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Fellow Baers, 
I have recently made contact with a gentleman in Flint Michigan who is a SWLer 


and is also blind. He would really like to get a real boatanchor for his use 
and when I described the R390/390A to him he said that that sounded like the 
ultimate BA. 

and he would like to find one. Of course because of lack of sight he needs one 
which is in excellent condition and needs no work done. Is there some one in 
the Flint area who would be willing to help this gentleman find what he is 
looking for. 

If so, contact me directly by e-mail and I will pass on the details. 

Thanks and 73 to all 

Chuck, 

ka6uup@aol.com 


Message-ID: <355649C6.C26884B@vifp.monash.edu.au> 
Date: Mon, 11 May 1998 10:43:50 +1000 

From: Morris Odell <morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Boatanchor nuptials 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi Anchorites, 


As Dick said, it never rains but it pours. I finally got the Racal RA-66 
panadaptor married up to the RA-17 receiver and this has now 
necessitated a complete shack reorganization to accomodate the happy 
couple - oh my back! 


The Racal panadaptor was quite job to interface. The receiver required a 
lot of work in the way of factory mods to be installed in order to drive 
it. Thanks to John VK6XJ on the other side of Australia, I got a copy of 
the circuit for the adaptor module. This was an extra 6BA6 buffer 
amplifier which had to be installed between the 2nd and 3rd mixers to 
isolate the tuneable IF from the panadaptor connection. I had the 
immense pleasure of bending up a little aluminium chassis and then 
fishing out the chassis punch to make a tube socket hole - something I 
hadn't done for years. The receiver had a few built in points and tapped 
holes pre installed for this mod so I was able to fit the little chassis 
without drilling any holes. There were also a few mods to the AGC that 
were preinstalled and needed a few jumpers shifted to implement. 


The panadaptor requires an oscillator input from the receiver, and the 
hardest part was modifying the 2nd VFO output socket. The 2nd VFO in the 
RA-17 is a Hartley oscillator and there is already a coax socket there 
connected to the cathode. The panadaptor manual has a throwaway 
line..."reconnect the socket to the osc plate via a 2.2 pf capacitor"... 
Easy to print, not so easy to do. Complying with that sentence required 


a week's worth of patient and careful disassembly, the removal of the 
front panel, VFO module, the undoing of very many screws and the 
unsoldering of various rather critical looking RF conductors. It also 
meant a lot of manhandling of a very heavy and bulky receiver! 


The panadaptor itself needed a bit of work too, mainly the replacement 
of leaky capacitors in some high impedance circuits such as the marker 
generator and sweep phantastron (what a lovely word - boatanchorites are 
the only people left in the world who could even have a hint of what it 
means). There were also a couple of dud tubes including a 6AL5 which 
managed to inject hum into the trace despite having grounded cathodes. 


Eventually it all went back together without any obviously missing bits, 
the cables connected up, and the whole thing switched on. It works very 
nicely, even without proper realignment. The extra stage compensates for 
the signal loss due to the pan connection with the result that the 
receiver has no noticeable change in sensitivity. The panadaptor has a 
narrow, horizontal, long persistence screen. It displays a variable 
chunk of the spectrum up to 1 MHz wide and the receiver bandwidth is 
represented by a step marker that moves along as you tune the receiver. 
there are also selectable 100 KHz markers produced by a calibrator in 
the panadaptor. When it's going it looks a lot like what I imagine WW2 
radar must have looked like with range and tracking markers. 


Together the pair have about 55 tubes. They have moved into their 
honeymoon suite in a rack now as I have no room on the shelf above the 
bench for them. Hopefully they won't breed too soon...:-) 


73 de Morris VK3DOC 
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Hi all, 
I picked up a very nifty device for $50 at a hamfest last week. Although 
it isn't a boatanchor in the true sense of the word, it makes some 


classic boatanchors much more useful. 


I'm referring to the HP 8708A synchronizer. This solid state device was 
produced as an accessory to the well known HP 606B and 608F boatanchor 


Signal generators which it phase locks to its own oven stabilized 
standard oscillator. In practice it allows instant stabilization of the 
Signal generator and avoidance of drift, also allowing frequency and 
phase modulation. Anyone who has used a HP 608 especially will know that 
it needs a long warm up before it's stable enough to use for serious 
work. In their heyday these signal generators were left on continuously 
for this reason. With a 8708A you don't need to worry about frequency 
stability ever again. 


The 8708A only works with the 606B and 608F. Earlier versions of the 606 
and 608 lack the varactor tuning and analog outputs needed for phase 
locking. It dates back to the pre-IC and LED days so it has elaborate 
frequency dividers made with discrete transistors and a sampling gate 
using step recovery diodes. The only vacuum devices in it are the 
indicator lights, two of which were blown in my unit, giving the 
illusion of malfunction. Despite being SS it's built very solidly and is 
heavy enough for its size to qualify as a BA. 


There are indicator lights which are switched on and off as you change 
ranges to tell you what sockets to connect the signal generators to. In 
older versions of the 8708A the lights were neons powered from the mains 
side of the power transformer, and switched by a wafer of the range 
switch. In the light of recent discussions here about mains safety, I 
was a bit disturbed to see this in the manual, but then discovered that 
I had a later version with low voltage lights. 


If you see one of these for sale and you have a 606B or 608F, don't 
hesitate. I'd been looking for one for a long time and I was lucky that 
the person enquiring about it ahead of me decided not to buy it. 


73 de Morris VK3DOC 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 2050 
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